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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

UPDATED SERIES

NOTABLE MOVEMENTS

Labour force

Industrial disputes

Housing finance

Housing and construction

Retail turnover

Series updated since the August 1997 issue are: labour force; housing
finance; industrial disputes; building approvals; retail turnover; new
motor vehicle registrations; average weekly earnings; house prices; and
tourist accommodation. There is a feature article on Annual (1995-96)
State Accounts for the ACT on pages 7, 8 and 9.

Trend employment decreased marginally (down 0.2% to be 158,300) in
August with the ACT recording its second consecutive month of decline,
after seven consecutive months of increase. The continued increase in
the trend unemployment rate (7.7% in August) is a result of falling
numbers of people in part-time employment. The trend participation rate
remained steady at 73.1% in August, after recording seven consecutive
months of increase. Nationally, trend employment decreased marginally
(down 0.02%) in August from the previous month, while the
unemployment rate remained steady at 8.7%.

In May 1997, there were 122 working days lost per 1,000 employees in
the ACT compared to 103 days lost per thousand in Australia. This
represented a 6.2% decrease for the ACT and a 12.0% decrease for
Australia from the previous month’s figure.

The trend number of dwelling units financed (includes refinancing) in
the ACT during July 1997 decreased to 638 dwellings, a fall of 2.9%. The
trend estimate for the value of commitments in the ACT was

$66.5 million, a decrease of 3.3% on the previous month. Refinancing of
existing dwellings comprised 20.8% of the total number of new dwelling
units financed in July 1997, which was down 1.9 percentage points on
the previous month.

The trend number of dwelling units approved in the ACT decreased by
17.9% to 87 dwelling units in July 1997. The trend number of dwelling
units approved in the ACT has fallen for each of the last six months.
Nationally the total number of dwelling units approved decreased by
1.3% in July 1997, representing its fourth consecutive fall since March
1997,

The value of non-residential building approvals in the ACT was

$27.5 million in July 1997, an increase of $14.5 million (or 111.9%) from
the previous month and a decrease of $9.7 million (26.0%) from July
1996.

The trend estimate for retail turnover in the ACT for July 1997 was
$211.1 million, up 1.6% on the previous month’s figure of

$207.8 million. The national trend retail turnover experienced an
increase of 0.4% on the previous month,
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Motor vehicle registrations

Average weekly eamings

House prices

Tourist accommodation

The trend estimate for new motor vehicle registrations for the ACT in
July 1997 was 1,206, up 3.2% on the previous month, and up 28.0% on
12 months ago. The series has now recorded nine consecutive months of
increase. Nationally, the trend for total new registrations in July 1997
recorded a 0.4% increase on the previous months figure, and has
experienced 10 consecutive months of increase.

The trend average weekly earnings for May quarter 1997 was $670.50, an
increase of 0.3% from the February quarter 1997 figure. Nationally, the
rend average weekly earnings increased by 0.5% to $579.10.

The quarterly established house price index for Canberra increased by
2.4% in the June quarter 1997, although the index recorded a decline of
0.1% over the year to date. The weighted average of eight capital cities
increased 1.3% in the June quarter 1997, and 2.8% over the previous
year.

Room occupancy rates for ACT hotels, motels and guest houses in the
June quarter 1997 was 54.5%, down 3.5 percentage points on the
previous quarter and 9.0 percentage points on 12 months ago.

4 ABS . BUSINESS INDIICATORS. ACT + 1303.8 « SEPTEMBER 1997



SELECTED BUSINESS INDICATORS
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SELECTED BUSINESS INDICATORS continued

BUILDING APPROVAL —
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FEATURE ARTICLE

STATE ACCOUNTS

The estimates of gross state product (GSP) at average 1989-90 prices
included in this article are regarded as ‘experimental’. Users should
therefore exercise caution when using these estimates for economic
analysis.

Over the period 1984-85 to 199596, annual rates of growth in GSP (I)
at average 1989-90 prices varied considerably between the states, with
growth being strongest in Western Australia (5.2%), the Australian Capital
Territory (4.7%), Northern Territory (4.7%) and Queensland (4.5%) and
weakest in South Australia (2.5%) and Tasmania (1,6%). The national
average annual growth rate of GDP (I) at average 1989-90 prices was
3.3%. The dispersion of growth rates was less, but still significant, in
terms of GSP(I) per head of the mean population. The ACT recorded the
second highest rate of 2.8%, following Western Australia with 3.2%, and
was well above the national average of 1.8%.

The ACT's GSP(I) annual average compound growth rate of 5.1% was
higher than that for the rest of Australia (3.0%) over the period 1984-85
10 1993-94. The ACT's relative performance declined in 1994-95 (3.4%)
and 1995-96 (2.9%), with its growth rate in this period being below that
for the rest of Australia (4.5% and 3.9% respectively).

GROWTH IN EXPERIMENTAL ESTIMATES OF GSP () AT AVERAGE 1989-8C PRICES
{Percentage change from previous year)

% %
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All states, except the ACT, experienced z relative shift from goods
producing industries to service providing industries from 1984-85 to
1995-96. Government administration and defence is still the ACT's
dominant industry despite recording a fall in its share of GSP (fc) from
29.8% in 198485 to 26.9% in 1995-96. Property and business services
recorded the greatest increase as a contributor to GSP (fc) between
1984-85 (7.5%) and 1995-96 (11.2%) and is the next largest industry.
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The shares of retail trade (6.4% in 1995-96), communication (2.5% in
1995-96) and personal and other services (3.0% in 1995-96) have all
increased by one or two percentage points since 1984-85. Education’s
share of GSP (factor cost) decreased significantly from 8.6% in 198485
10 6.3% in 1995-96, while both the construction and transport and
storage industries fell by one percentage point over this period.

Nationally, manufacturing remains the largest industry despite recording
a fall in its share of GDP (fc) from 18.0% in 1984-85 to 14.5% in
1995-96. Finance and insurance recorded the largest increase as a
contributor to GDP (fc) between 1984-85 (1.0%) and 1995-96 (3.9%).
Property and business services (9.2% in 1995-96) and ownership of
dwellings (9.5% in 1995-90) recorded increases of 2.4 and 1.2
percentage points respectively, while agriculture, forestry and fishing
(3.7% in 1995-96), electricity, gas and water (3.1% in 1995-96) and
transport and storage (5.1% in 1995-96) each recorded falls of one
percentage point.

INDUSTRY CONTRIBUTION TO GSP (fc), 1995-96 (per cent)

Agricutture, forestry and fishingia) |- - -
Mining(a)
Manufacturing |--
Electricity, gas and water --
Constryction }--
Wholesale trade {--@--—---
Retail trade
Accommaodation, cafes and restaurants f--
Transport and storage |- -
Communication ---
Finance and insurance |---
Property and business senices f------ -
Government administration and defence
Education
Health and community senvices
Culture and recreational services |--
Personal and other senices |- -
Ownership of dwellings }------ -
General government

{a) No data available for ACT.

In 1995-96 household income per head of mean population was the
highest in the ACT ($28,654) and lowest in Tasmania ($17,989).
Nationally, household income per head of mean population was $21,103,
Differences between the states reflect differences in the average level of
wages, salaries and supplements rececived per employee, the proportion
of the population in employment and the age distribution of the
population. For example, a significant reason for the high level of
household income per head of mean population in the ACT compared
with the other states is that the labour force participation rate is much
higher in the ACT.

The following graph compares private fixed capital expenditure as a
percentage of GSP for the ACT with Australia over the period 1984-85 to
1995-96. Investment in the ACT peaked in 1985-86 compared with
1988-89 for the rest of Australia. As a percentage of GSP, private capital
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investment has been below the rest of Australia in all years in the ACT,
Victoria and Tasmania, while being above the rest of Australia for all
vears in Queensland and Western Australia.

PRIVATE GROSS FIXED CAPITAL EXPENDITURE {Percentage of Gross State Product)

% %
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The level of private gross fixed capital expenditure in the ACT and the
Northern Territory has tended to move independently of national trends.
Major resource developments and differences in the timing of propetty
upswings and downswings contribute to differences in investment levels
between states.

In regards to private gross fixed capital expenditure by type of asset, the
ACT recorded a 26.4% decline in private gross fixed capital expenditure
on dwellings in 1995-96, compared to a national fall of 11.4%.

In 1995-96, private non-dwelling construction expenditure increased in
all states with the exception of the ACT {down 7.9%). Nationally, there
was a 25.9% increase in non-dwelling construction expenditure in
1995--96.

Real estate transfer expenses, as a percentage of private gross fixed
capital expenditure, have flucruated in all states, generally in keeping
with property cycles. In 1995-96 the ACT experienced its third
consecutive fall in real estate transfers, falling 21.4% compared to 2
national fall of 1.5%.
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1 BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES, SEPTEMBER QUARTER
1997/JUNE QUARTER 1998, EXPECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE

ACT Aust,

Pericd N % %
Short-term
Mar qtr 1996-Jun qtr 1996 1.8 2.3
Jun gir 1996-Sep gtr 1996 0.4 1.6
Sep qtr 1996-Dec qtr 1996 -0.3 1.6
Dec qtr 1996-Mar gtr 1997 -1.1 0.4
Mar qtr 1997-jun gtr 1997 13 ; 1.6
Jun qtr 1998-Sep qtr 1997 -1.7 0.7

Medium-term
Mar gtr 1996-Mar qtr 1997 2.3 4.1
Jun gtr 1996—Jun gtr 1997 1.4 a8
Sep gtr 1996-Sep qtr 1997 1.5 31
Dec gtr 1996 Dec gtr 1897 2.2 31
Mar qtr 1997-Mar qtr 1998 1.7 2.9
Jun gtr 1997-Jun gir 1998 2.0 2.4
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2 BUSINESS INDICATORS, SEPTEMBER 1997

ACT Aust,
% change from % change from
Same Same
period period
Latest Previous previous Latest Previous previous
indicator Unit figure  period year figure  period year
POPULATION, VITAL AND LABOUR
POPULATION Dec otr 96 000 3085 0.1 1.0 184269 0.3 1.3
Natural increase no. 781 46 -190 31085 11.6 11
Net. migration no. -991 34393 69 24834 -216 -126
Total increase no. -210 -129.2 -667.6 55919 -8.1 -8.5
LABOUR FORCE, Aug 97
Orniginal series
Emplayed ‘000 1562 -17 21 B3154 -1.6 -0.1
Unemployed ‘000 13.4 20.7 -6.9 764.6 1.8 -0.8
Unernployment rate(a) % 7.9 1.3 -0.7 84 0.2 -0.1
Paticipation rate(a) % 723 -0.1 05 62.2 0.9 -1.0
Long-term unemployed (Jul 97) no. 2780 -12.2 -13.4 235990 -1.4 13.0
Long-term unemployed as percentage total
unemployed (Jul 97)(a) - 250 -0.7 08 314 0.5 29
Trend series
Employed 00C 1583 -0.2 26 83902 — 0.4
Linemployed 00¢ 133 31 7.6 784.5 -0.2 0.8
Unemployment rateia} % 7.7 . 0.2 0.8 8.7 - 0.1
Participation rate(a) % 731 — 0.7 62.9 -01 -0.7
JOB VACANCIES, May 97 "000 10 — 250 58.1 -7.2 8.4
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN PROGRESS, May 97 —
Working days iost '000 11 2887 -50.0 65.2 706 -H0.4
Days tost per '000 employees (year ended May 97) no. 122.0 -6.2 205.0 103.0 -12.0 2.0
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION
HOUSING FINANCE, Jul 97
Secured commitments to individuals for
Original series
Construction of dwellings $m 6.3 432 -23.2 692.9 145 27.5
Purchase of new dwellings $m 5.7 — 509 255.1 11 245
Purchase of established dwellings $m S50.0 7.8 -1.0 28046 6.9 15.2
Refinancing $m 208 -84 -383 B8680.4 23 173
Total housing commitments im 76.0 75 -257 46129 5.8 9.2
Seasoenally adjusted series
Totai housing commitments $m 70.3 32 -30.7 42720 -0.4 7.9
Trend series
Dwelling units financed 638 -29 233 39264 -1.2 1.3

g2

Totai housing commitments 66.5 -3.3 -187 4289.7 -0.6 12.2
BUIDING APPROVALS, Jul 97

Original series

Dwelling units no, 107 98.1 -21.9 12 788 9.8 53
Value of new residential $m 106 B5.6 -30.3 13166 12.8 6.7
Value of residential afterations and additions $m 3.6 125 429 2217 84 7.7
Value of non-residential $m 275 111.5 -26.1 16455 53.3 84.7
Value of total building $m 41.8 85.0 -288 31898 28.0 36.5
Trend senies
Dwelling units no. 87 -17.9 -52.5 11614 -1.3 8.7
BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, Mar qtr 97
New houses no. 278 4.8 27.2 19 532 -10.6 2.3
Value of houses commenced $m 304 -85 241 21400 -10.4 6.4
Value of non-residential building commenced $m 1125 0.6 723 28327 -14.0 -6.1
Value of total commencements $m 168.0 -2.1 45,3 64744 -10.7 -1.4
PRICE INDEXES
Establised house price index, Jun gqtr 97 {1989-90=100.0) 127.3 2.4 -0.1 116.8 13 2.8

(a) State estimates are not comparable to national estimates from the June quarter 1935 due to revised methodology used in Australian National
Accounts, State Accounts {Cat, no. 5242.0).
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2 __ BUSINESS INDICATORS, SEPTEMBER

ACT Aust.
% change from % change from
Same Same
period period
Latest Previcus previous Latest Previous previous
indicator o Unit figure  period vear figure __period year
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION (Mar gtr 97)
Private sector
Value of work commenced $m 85 351 -341 19489 111 -40.3
Value of work done $m 133 220 57 20059 -14.7 7.7
Value of work yet to be done $m 281 133 11 55290 0.3 9.8
Value of work done by public sector $m 164 -21.5 45 13127 -13.1 -171
PRICES, WAGES AND CONSUMER SPENDING
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, June gtr 97
Food (1989-90=100.0) 1225 0.4 2.4 120.8 0.5 3.2
Housing (1989-90=100.0) 987 4.5 -12.3 969 -3.3 -8.8
Transportation {1989-90=100.0) 130.7 ~-0.9 0.6 1239 -1.0 0.1
Alt groups (1989-90=100.0) 1204 0.8 Q.8 120.2 0.2 0.3
AVERAGE WEEHMLY EARNINGS, May 87
Qriginal series .
Males $ 7632 -1.8 28 686.3 -0.3 2.2
Females $ 563.8 -2.2 42 457.4 01 a7
Persons $ 6643 -2.2 3.6 B77.5 ~0.7 2.3
Trend series
Males $ 7673 0.4 18 688.6 0.6 2.6
Females $ 566.1 -0.1 55 A57.4 0.8 37
Persons $ 6705 0.3 34 579.1 0.5 2.6
RETAIL TURNOVER, Jul 97
Original series
Food retailing $m 709 -7.6 -7.4 44067 6.4 9.0
Departrment stores $m 200 -18.4 -15.3 a971.3 17.0 6.9
Hospitality and senvices $m 283 8.1 1.4 18137 35 35
All other retailing $m 655 -5.8 16.8 3700.6 5.8 84
Total $m 1847 -8.3 0.3 108923 8.6 7.7
Trend senes
Food retailing ‘000 741 0.3 8.2 2417.7 0.2 3.7
Department stores $m 217 -2.3 -8.4 974.3 1.0 0.6
Hospitality and services $m 284 — -1.¢ 18545 0.5 24
All other retailing % 69.3 1.2 169 3756.1 0.5 4.2
Total ‘000 194.5 0.3 0.6 110026 0.4 34
TOURISM AND TRANSPORT
HOTELS, MOTELS AND GUEST HOUSE
ACCOMMODATION, Mar qtr 97
Criginal series
Room nights ‘000 2034 8.0 26 91935 -3.7 0.6
Takings at current prices $m  19.2 7.2 6.7 923.4 2.4 5.7
Takings at 1989-90 prices $m 158 -7.6 6.0 765.1 2.6 4.3
Reom occupancy rate (fun qtr 973(a) % 545 -35 9.0 58.6 -1.3 -0.4
Seasonally adjusted series
Room nights ‘000 2103 -1.0 39 92882 -0.3 1.3
Takings at current prices $m 198 -1.5 8.8 923.8 1.3 6.2
Takings at 1989-90 prices $m 163 -1.8 7.9 765.3 1.1 4.8
Trend series
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS, Jui 97
Mator vehicles no. 1279 -9.9 35.1 62 092 -83 129
Seasonally adjusted motor vehicles no. 1204 -7.4 35.9 57 619 -8.4 12.5
Trend maotor vehicles no. 1206 3.2 28.0 58 856 0.4 9.9

{a) State estimates are not comparable 10 national estimates from the June quarter 1995 due to revised methodology used in Australian National

Accounts, State Accounts (Cat. no. 5242.0).
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2 BUSINESS INDICATORS, SEPTEMBER 1997 — continued

ACT Aust.

% change from % change from

Same Same

period period

Latest Previous Previous Latest Previous pevious

indicator Unit figure period year figure period year

AGGREGATE INDICATORS
STATE ACCOLUNTS, Mar gtr 97{a)
Original series

Gross State product at av. 1989-90

prices $m 2083 -11.8 -1.2 110954 3.9 31

Gross State product at current prices $m 2554 -12.0 2.0 128 419 4.5 50
State final demand at av. 198990

prices $m 2639 -9.3 -7.2 114 887 9.7 4.0

Private final consumption expenditure $m 1378 -10.1 45 79 087 4.3 3.7

Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 169 -23.2 2.9 23 805 217 i15

Trend series

Gross State product at av. 1989-30

prices $m 2194 0.2 -11 112 800 0.6 2.6

Gross State product at cument prices $m 2728 0.4 29 129 868 1.2 4.7
State final dermand at av. 198990

prices $m 2791 0.6 -£.6 112 337 1.2 3.8

Private final consumption expenditure $m 1468 1.2 4.9 79822 1.0 38

Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 196 ~15 -3.0 21191 1.4 4.8

(a) State estimates are not comparable 10 national estimates frorm the June quarter 1995 due to revised methodology used in Australisn Natoeal
Accounts, State Accounts {Cat. no. 5242.0).

Source: ABS Catalogue nos: 3101.0, 5242.0, 5609.0, 6202.0, 6203.0, 6302.0, 6321.0, 6354.0, 6401.0, 5408.0, 6416.0, 8501.0, 8634.0,
8635.8, 8731.0, 8752.0, 9214.0, $301.0.
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3 _ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA

L atest
indicator Unit period NSW Vic. Qg _ SA WA Tas.  NT  ACT . Aust
POPULATION 000 Decqir96 6240.9 45816 33743 14768 17827 4742 1849 3085 184269
LABOUR FORCE
Employed persons (trend) ‘0G0 Aug 97 2784.3 20837 15688 661.8 8559 1920 861 158.3 8390.2
Unemployment rate (trend) % Aug 97 8.0 9.2 9.3 9.7 71 110 5.6 7.7 8.7
STATE ACCOUNTS(a)
Gross State product at
198990 prices (trend) m Margtr 97 38259 29439 18353 7713 12919 2261 1190 2194 112600
Gross State product at
current prices (trend) $m Margtr97 45035 33637 20715 9032 13956 2703 1306 2728 129868
BUILDING APPROVALS
Dwelling units approved no. Jul 97 4 189 2 662 3363 634 1531 165 137 107 12 788
Dwelling units approved
ftrend} no. w97 3930 2520 2743 606 1412 151 188 87 11614
Value of non-residential
building approved Hm Jul 97 584.9 228.1 535.1 1251 105.3 78 316 275 16455
Value of all buildings
approved $m Julg7 1156.7 572.7 888.0 187.0 2685 258 493 418 31838
ENGINEERING
CONSTRUCTION
Value of engineering
construction werk done $m Mar gtr 97 1 068.8 604.3 729.3 187.6 608.8 62,3 27.8 298 33187
AVERAGE WEEKLY
EARNINGS
Fuil-time: adult ordinary
tima (trend) $ May 97 721.4 693.4 661.3 656.2 694.0 667.4 7052 790.6 696.7
RETAIL TRADE
Retail tumover (trend) $m Juy 97 3935.14 2547.7 20125 808.5 1106.4—264.8 1155 1945 110026
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION
Room nights occupied
{trend) 000 Mar gtr 97 3,145.1 15196 24894 535.7 843.4 260.8 3185 2001 93018
Roam occupancy rate -
(original) % Mar gtr 97 60.9 59.8 57.3 55.4 571 629 464 545 58.6
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend no. Jul97 20130 13948 11536 3 830 6239 1308 659 1206 58 858
Unit Latest period Syd. Meib. Bris. Adel. Perth  Hab. Dar. (Canb. Aust.
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
Food (b}  June gtr 97 121.5 119.6 119.9 121.9 1219 1210 122.0 1225 120.8
Housing (b}  June gtr 87 101.8 90.1 103.0 941 51,8 984 1146 98.7 96.9
Transportation (4] June gir 87 1246 123.8 123.7 1227 1222 121.7 122.4 130.7 1239
All Groups (b} June qir 87 120.2 1199 1211 121.9 118.1 121.3 1215 1204 120.2
Average retail prices (cents)
Milk, carton,
supermarketl sales 1litre  June qtr 97 115 130 116 122 130 125 117 112 n.a.
Bread, white loaf,
sliced, supermarket
sales 680 ¢ lune gtr 97 201 192 197 180 i78 171 194 193 n.a.
Beef, nimp steak 1kg  June qtr 97 1205 1033 1084 1141 1076 958 1189 1043 M.a.
Chicken, frozen 1kg June gtr 97 352 387 329 370 353 402 433 377 n.a.
Potatoes i1kg June qtr 97 121 130 116 108 112 7 130 114 n.a.
Coffee, instant {jar} 150  June gtr 97 606 554 597 539 577 628 592 638 n.a.
Scotch nip, public bar 30ml June gtr 97 318 286 254 345 350 249 3189 291 n.a.
Private motoring petrol
Leaded 1llitre  June gtr 97 75.9 73.5 67.1 754 770 800 825 7986 n.a.
Unleaded 1llitre  June qtr 97 73.7 71.4 64.9 73.0 748 779 805 774 n.a.

{a) State estimates are not comparable 1o national estimates from the June guarter 1995 due to revised methodology used in Austrafian National
Accounts, State Accounts (Cat. no. 5242.0).

(b) Base year: 1989-90=100.0.
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4 ACT IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES

indicator Latest period  NSW Vic. Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT  Aust.
POPULATION Dec qtr 96 0.3 02 0.5 0.1 0.5 -0.1 0.5 -0.1 0.3
LABOUR FORCE
Employed persons {trend) Aug 97 0.2 0.1 0.3 — 0.2 0.1 0.1 -0.2 —
Unemployment rate (trend) Aug 97 0.1 —_ — — —_ — -0.2 0.2 —_
STATE ACCOUNTS(a)
Gross State product at
198990 prices {trend) Mar qtr 87 0.4 14 0.6 0.3 1.1 1.0 — -0.2 D6
Gross State product at
current prices {trend) Mar qir 97 08 1.4 1.1 0.8 1.7 11 0.1 0.4 1.2
BUILDING APPROVALS
Dwelling units approved jui 87 - 20 321 6.2 221 398 -50.4 98.1 9.8
Dwelling units approved (trend) Jul 97 -1.4 -1.5 08 0.3 0.5 0.7 i5 -17.9 -1.3
Vaiue of non-residential building
approved Jul o7 65.7 419 3158 360 946 -428 206 1115 533
Valug of all buildings approved Jur 97 281 226 1285 241 353 0.8 -188 85.0 28.0
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION
Value of engineening
construction work done Mar qir 97  -145 -3.9 -205 10 -168 69 -51.7 6.3 -14.1
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS
Full-time adult ordinary time
{trend) May 97 0.3 1.1 1.3 1.2 0.8 1.5 31 -0.3 o.7
RETAIL TRADE
Retait turnover (trend) June 97 0.7 01 0.5 c.8 -0.5 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.4
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST
HOUSE ACCOMMODATION
Room nights occupled (trend) Mar aqtr 57 0.4 c.8 0.8 19 0.3 — 3.4 0.2 0.7
Room occupancy rate (oniginal) Mar gtr 97 — 38 54 05 32 81 -121 35 13
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE
REGISTRATIONS
Trend Jul 97 — -0.3 15 -03 1.2 2.3 -3.7 3.2 0.4
Latest penod Syd. Metb, Bris.  Adel. Perth Hob. Dar. Canb. Aust.
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
Food June gir 97 0.3 0.7 0.1 0.6 0.6 0.2 1.4 0.4 .5
Housing June qtr 97 -390 -3.6 -3.2 -35 -3.2 -3.4 2.7 -4.5 -3.3
Transportation June gtr 97 -10 ~1.0 0.6 -23 0.6 -0.9 -0.2 0.9 -1.0
All Groups June gtr 97 -0.3 -0.2 0.3 08 -0.1 -05 -0.1 -0.8 ~0.2
Average retail prices (cents)
Mitk, carton, supermarket sales June qtr 97 — — — 5.2 2.4 — — — n.a.
Bread, white loaf, sliced,
supermarket sates June gtr 97 — -0.5 15 4.6 0.6 -2.3 — — n.a,
Beef, rump steak June qtr 97 0.2 4.3 29 -14 -1.6 -8.8 6.5 ~2.6 na.
Chicken, frozen June gtr 97 -25 2.1 4.1 5.4 -1.1 2.3 4.1 4.1 n.a.
Potatoes Jure gtr 97 15.2 13.0 247 385 -58 -135 16.1 16.3 n.a.
Coffee, instant (jar) June qgtr 97 9.8 3.9 9.3 7.8 29 9.6 10.0 14.1 n.a.
Scotch nip, public bar June qtr 97 — 0.4 0.8 — 2.9 c.B 1.3 14 n.a.
Private motoring petrol
Leaded June qtr 87 -1.6 -2.3 -16 -27 -0.5 — 0.6 0.9 n.a.
Unleaded June qtr 97 ~-1.6 -2.2 -1.7 29 -0.5 - 0.6 -0.9 n.a.

{a) State estimates are not comparable to national estimates from the June quarter 1985 due to revised methodology used in Austraiian National
Accaunts, State Accounts (Cat. no. 5242.0).
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For more information . . .

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia's
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications and
other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available from all ABS Offices.

ABS Products and Services

Many standard products are available from ABS bookshops located in each State and
Territory. In addition to these products, information tailored to the needs of clients can
be obtained on a wide range of media by contacting your nearest ABS Office. The ABS
also provides a Subscription Service for standard products and some tailored information
services.

National Dial-a-Statistic Line

0055 86 400
Steadycom F/L: premium rate 25¢/20 secs.

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of important economic
statistics including the CPI.
Internet
http://www.abs.gov.au -

A wide range of ABS information is available via the Intemet, with basic statistics
available for each State, Territory and Australia. We also have Key National Indicators,
ABS product release details and other information of general interest.

Sales and Inquiries

client.services@abs.gov.au

National Mail Order Service (02 6252 5249
Subscription Service 1800 02 0608
Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales
' CANBERRA (02) 6252 6627 02y 6252 0326
SYDNEY (02) 9268 4611 {02) 9268 4620
MELBOURNE {03) 9615 7755 (03) 9615 7755
BRISBANE {07y 3222 6351 (07) 3222 6350
PERTH {09) 360 5140 {09) 360 5307
ADELAIDE (08) 8237 7100 {OB) 8237 7582
HOBART (03) 6222 5800 {03) ©6222 5800
DARWIN {08) 8943 2111 (08) 8943 2111

Client Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616
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